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DIALEX compares dialyzers head-to-head



Clinical autonomy: an illusion

3

•Dialyzer availability differs by hospital

•Care providers have restricted options

•Patients are never asked

•Marketing and vendor lock-in

• Similar for many other consumables

Absence of evidence removes autonomy from 

patients and providers
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EXPANDED iHD
(Elisio HX)

CONVENTIONAL iHD
(any high-flux dialyzer)

…and OPT-OUT consent model

R

INDIVIDUAL RANDOMIZATION OF 4800 PTS

Outcomes ascertained using health card number
All-cause mortality (StatsCan)

Hospitalizations (CIHI)
Costs (ICES)
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254 patients randomized 

in the first month in 4 units 

without research staff

Notification → 14 days to decline



IS ALTERATION OF CONSENT 
APPROPRIATE?
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Minimal risk beyond usual care

Unlikely to adversely affect welfare

Otherwise impossible or impracticable 

Plan to provide a debriefing that may also offer 
participants the possibility of refusing consent

13 NATIONAL/REGIONAL 
GUIDELINES

1 INTERNATIONAL 
GUIDELINE

APPLICABLE TO 39 
COUNTRIES
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